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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

£ [- Tauusi.im and fcxvgamy 

The rr.ain facts of totem ism, so far ns they have teen 
L-ii|juTVsrl nn trustworthy authority and art known to 
have ihv btftfl laid before the reader. 3 It remains briefly 
to .review- Lkeiu ftii-J to consider Ibc general conclusions to 
which Lhty point. 

No nae who has followed the preceding survey attentively Ocjkt*! 
CRH fail to be Struck by tLfi gerttx.J similarity of this beliefs ., 

■Tid customs which it has reveatoe in tribe after tribe of anaim itn* 
men belonging to different races and speaking different WQ 
ktrguiigcs in many widely distant p^ns of the world. 
Different .sometimes consirferabJe differences, of (Mai! do 
certainly nc-ur, E>ut nn the whole the icsninh lances iluc iifad ly 
pjapond.fi rate and art: j;:i many and So cithse 'hat tufty dfifa've 
to be classed together under a com men name. The name 
which students of the subject have bestowed on these beliefs 
and customs is totemism, a word borrowed from the language 
of one oF the tribes which practises tiic institution ; ami 
while the introduction of new words from baib.iiDus Jan g-uagw 
is an genera.! to be dcpnicatfid, there, is SQiimj escruse for 
designating by a barbarous name a barbarous institution to 
which Lhe Jnadtutions of civilised nations offer no analogy. 

If now, retrieving' all the facts, we attempt to frame a general ToLcraiiLj 
defusiLioa of totem Ism, we may perhaps ®y that intern™ m is rtehnciL 
an intimEte relation which is suppose to t^cist between S 
groop of kindred peop'r: on the one side and a spacies of 

l ^ITie f.' r 1 1, v/hicti i'P T. . 5 is> in v -t'iii L,'l lj. Ike Ll ts< • 1* .Ujti -LL-cci^-Lh’inl. 1 ' 

Mu a I nlry U>' Lale w le ms* red in jt stu srd of this rtliiis^, 

Cliuir |s!:nVi wilt U: L-.'. . 1 , U rf. 
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natural or artificial otjccta on tire other side, which objteti 
are called tire totems of the human group, To this general 
definition, which probably applies tn *11 purely totemic 
peoples, it should be added that the specre? of things which 
constitutes a totem li far pftener natural thilfi artificial, and 
that amo-tigst "he riatPtai species which ace reckoned Catena 
the great minority are either animal.-, pc pl.T-nts, 

To define exactly the relation in ivhich totem ic people 
sCaiid to thfiic totems ii hardly possible y fur e«^ct d e flnitlcma 
Imply exact Lhoughts, and Lite thoughts of stages in the 
toxemic stage are CEasr.dacly vagu^wn fritted, and contradictory. 
As spun therefore aa wc attempt w give A uredie and dete.il.ed 
account of toCcmTsm we almost inevitably fall into -contradi^ 
tLui'ie, =i:'oo what wc may say or the totem ic system of one 
tribe may not apply without serious modifications and re* 
striotJons Co the taCcmie ayatsm of another We cnuac con- 
stantly bear in mind that totemasm Ik not a consistent 
philosophical system, the product of cau-ct ktiowlcdgE and 
high intelligence, rigorous, in its, definitions add 'ugNal in its- 
deductions from them. On the contrary it 1? a crude succr- 
adtion, the oKsprinjof undeveloped iBlrd.i, indefinite, illogical, 
inconsistent. Remembering this, and renoun djig *ny s ttemot 
to give logical precision io a subject which doe.-i not admit of 
it, we may say that oft the whole the relation in which a 
man star to his totem appears to be one cf friendship and 
kinship- He regards the animals or plants or whatever the 
totems may b? as hfe friends and reUtioms, bis fathers, lm 
brothers, and so forth, He puts them as far as be can on 
a. ftmtiug of equality with himself and with his fellows, the 
number* Of the same totemic clan. He considers them as 
essentially his peera, ^ beings of the same soflft as himself 
sutd Ills human) kinsmen. Ip. short, so far as it is possible to 
dn an h he [dentils* himoc-f and his fellnw-tlaasmaii with his 
totem. Accordingly, If tEie totem is a species of animals be 
looks upon himself and his fellows as animal? of the samr 
aperies; ;: ar.d on the otbnr h^.nd he regorda dre animals as ip 
a sense human. Speaking of rhe Central Australian tribe* 
Messrs Sotncer and Gillen - K The totem, of any mail 

is regarded, just as it is elsewhere, as the same thing as hi~i- 
self ; us 3. native once said to us when wc were diseasing 
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tlie matter with him, 1 that cn*,' pointing la his pJiu tograph 
which tvc had taken, J is just the same as me; so is a 
kangaroo ' (his totem). 1 " 1 la these brief sentences the whole 
essence of totemLsm is summed up : tctcmism is an identifica- 
tion of a rtiaiL with his totem, whether bis totem be an animal, 
a plant, or what not 

Thus it 3s a jfrpo’ 4 *, though apy? tent ly » cam morn, n, u *. 
unists-kc to speak of a tatem aj a g*^3 md to say that it is 
worshipped by the dan. In pure laijmkm, ^ich as find nun *j 
it amor-g the AustmiLan abodglnefi, the catem is never a ^nh^ d 
god and is never worshipped. A man no more worships lac «j a 
his totem and regards it as his (jod than he worships hia 
f^th^r and mother, his brother and his sister,, and regards 
thean as his gotU, He certainly respects his totem and treats 
it with consideration, but the Tftpert und oon-siderttutin which 
lie pays to it ate. the same Lhat Ha pFiy-s to h i -s friends and 
relations ; hence when hia totem is an edible animal or 
plant, he commonly, but not always, abstains from killing 
and eating it, just as he commonly, hot not always, absttnies 
from killing and eating his friends and relation??. But to 
call this decent respect for bis equal* the worship of a grid 
is ortirdy to misapprehend and nfiLirepresfirtt the essRuc* of 
totemisltir If religion implies, as it seams to do, an acknow- 
ledgment u:i the part of die worshipper that Lhe object oF 
his worship 3a superior to himself, '.hen pure? totem bn; can- 
not property be called a religion at all, since a jtsr.fi lock?? 
upon hta totem na his equal and friend, not at all W hia 
superior, still less as his gad. Tbe system is thoroughly 
democratic; it is simply an imaginary brotherhood estab- 
lished on a footing of perfect equality between a greoap of 
people on the one side and a group of things (generally s 
species of animal? and plJUlEt} on the other side. No doubt 
it may under favourable circumstances develop into a 
worship of animals 01 plants, or the sun or the moon, of tbe 
tea or the rtv«ra c Or whatever the particular totenn may have- 
been ; but such worship is never found run On git the lowest 
-s&viige^ who haves totecaism in its purest form; it occurs 
only among peoples who have made a considerable advance 
In culture, and accordingly we ate justified in considering it 

1 Spmrar GiTkn, JVshi of CmtruS JwtdmlfiL, p 202. 




